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A letter to European peer — from independence to freedom

There is a distinction between independence and freedom. Independence is just the first step toward
achieving freedom. Freedom is not, merely a physical state. It goes beyond simply being independent
within the borders of a country. Freedom means having freedom of speech, justice, the ability to live
with dignity and the opportunity for personal development. It is the most vital aspiration of any

nation. The Georgian people have fought for centuries to gain their independence.

The attainment of Georgia’s independence was not a one-day event, it was a centuries-long struggle
for the Georgian people. In 1921, the Russian army occupied Georgia, turning the country into a
soviet union, marking the beginning of 70 years of soviet rule. During the soviet era, many things
changed: freedom of speech was suppressed, thousands of innocent lives were lost to repression, and
cultural and religious traditions were oppressed. On April 9th, 1989, soviet troops violently cracked
down on peaceful demonstrators gathered in Tbilisi demanding freedom, taking many innocent lives.
This tragedy further strengthened public protest. Two years later, on April 9, 1991, Georgia declared
itself an independent state- a new, free chapter in it’s history. This was the logical result of the
Georgian people’s centuries-long fight, but at the same time, it marked the beginning of the new
responsibilities. Beyond freedom lay harsh political, economic and social realities. After the
declaration of independence, the country faced political instability. In the midst of an economic
crisis, many citizens lost their jobs, daily life became difficult, and the people endured winters
without electricity or heating. Despite these harsh conditions, Georgia began overcoming challenges.
However, state independence did not immediately bring intellectual freedom- meaning that despite
political sovereignty, part of society continued to think with a Soviet mindset. Although Georgia is
officially an independent country, it’s people are still fighting- not only for territorial freedom but
also for freedom of thought, expression and dignity. “Freedom is the right to say that two plus two
make four. If that is granted, all else follows” wrote George Orwell. Despite constitutional rights,
freedom of expression is not fully protected in Georgia. State often suppresses dissent with force,
especially when it challenges Russian influence or the ruling party’s politics. Recent anti-Russian
protests in Thilisi are a clear example: young people, including minors, were arrested for speaking
out, and in many cases, physically assaulted. “if liberty means anything at all, it means the right to tell
people that they do not want to hear”. All of this shows that the ideal of freedom is still distant. The
legacy of the soviet regime still lingers in society- fear of speaking out and difficulty forming
independent opinions. Freedom is not merely a formal right, it requires daily practice and a culture

that supports, not suppresses, free thinking, sadly, in today’s Georgia, differing opinions often



threaten individual safety- a sign of authoritarian tendencies. Moreover, the country’s democratic
institutions are weak: the judiciary is not fully independent, media operates under pressure, and
criticism of the government is often viewed as betrayal of the state. Against this backdrop, it is clear
that the journey from independence to freedom is far from complete. The Georgian people continue
to fight every day- some with words, some in streets, and some simply by thinking differently. This
fight is no longer against tanks or occupiers- it is against a system that denies people the chance to

live with dignity.

Georgia’s independence is a historic victory, but freedom- as a deep personal and societal condition-
remains an ongoing battle. The ruling system’s intolerance toward differing opinions, the use of
physical violence against protesters, the detention of minors and suppression of critical though all
reveal that, while the state may be formally free, the people of Georgia still do not fully enjoy the
essence of freedom. In our reality, freedom demands constant readiness- not only to protest, but to
think freely and act responsibly. The road from independence to freedom is difficult, but it is along
this very path that a dignified civil society is formed- one capable not only of defending the state’s
sovereignty but also of fighting for freedom, and building a country where liberty is a lived, daily
experience for every individual, not just an ideal. We, Georgian youth and not just the youth, are
fighting for Europe. But embracing European values requires letting goof the soviet mentality. As I
said, there Is a line between independence and freedom- and in today’s Georgia, we are still not

allowed to cross that line. Georgia left the Soviet Union, but the Georgians has not.



